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SUGGESTED READING 

 

(There are so many more books and websites that could be listed, but of course, that 

would take forever, and be way too long to be helpful.  Hopefully these book references 

and web links will provide a good starting point for study.  I've put an asterisk (*) by a 

few of the more practical books a new believer may want to start with.) 

 

Bible Survey/Introduction 

Carson, Don, Douglas Moo, and Leon Morris. An Introduction to the New Testament.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992. 

*Harris, R. Laird. Exploring the Basics of the Bible. Wheaton: Crossway, 2002.  

Hill, Andrew, and John Walton. A Survey of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids:  

Zondervan, 1991. 

*Stuart, Doug, and Gordon Fee. How to Read the Bible for all it's Worth. Grand Rapids:  

Zondervan, 1993, 2
nd
 ed [1981]. 

 

Church/Christian Community 

Carson, Don. Becoming Conversant With the Emerging Church. Grand Rapids:  

Zondervan, 2005. 

Dawn, Marva. Reaching Out Without Dumbing Down: A Theology of Worship for the  

Turn-of-the-Century Culture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 

*Guinness, Os. The Gravedigger File: Papers on the Subversion of the Modern Church.  

Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1983. 

*Hauerwas, Stanley, and William Willimon. Resident Aliens. Nashville: Abingdon, 1989. 

Kenneson, Philip, and James Street. Selling out the Church: The Dangers of Church  

Marketing. Nashville, Abingdon, 1997. 

Schaeffer, Francis. The Church at the End of the 20
th
 Century. Downers Grove:  

InterVarsity, 1970. 

*Warren, Rick, ed. Better Together. Lake Forest, California: Purpose Driven, 2004. 

Wells, David. No Place for Truth. Grand Rapids: Eerdmands, 1993. 

Yancey, Philip. Soul Survivor: How my Faith Survived the Church. New York:  

Doubleday, 2001. 

 

Devotional 

Augustine. Confessions for Modern Man. New York: Harper and Row, 1971 [ca. 397]. 

*Bridges, Jerry. The Pursuit of Holiness. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1978. 

*Bunyan, John. The Pilgrim's Progress. Virginia Beach: CBN University Press, 1978, 

[1903; 1678]. 

*Colson, Charles. Loving God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983. 

Floyd, Ronnie W. The Power of Prayer and Fasting: 10 Secrets of Spiritual Strength.  

Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1997. 

*Foster, Richard. Prayer. San Francisco: Harper, 1992. 

*Piper, John. A Godward Life. Sisters, Oregon: Multnomah, 1997. 

*Bennet, Arthur, ed. The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and  

Devotions. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1975. 

Edwards, Dwight. Revolution Within. Colorado Springs: WaterBrook, 2001. 
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Nouwen, Henri. In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership. New York:  

Crossroad, 1996 [1989]. 

*Warren, Rick. The Purpose Driven Life. Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2002. 

 

Gender Issues 

*Elliot, Elisabeth. Let Me be a Woman. Wheaton: Tyndale, 1976. 

*_______. The Mark of a Man. Grand Rapids: Fleming Revell, 1999 [1981]. 

Grudem, Wayne, and John Piper, ed. Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood.  

Wheaton: Crossway, 1991. 

Schmidt, Thomas. Straight and Narrow? Compassion and Clarity in the Homosexuality  

Debate. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1995. 

 

Marriage/Family 

Adams, Jay. Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage in the Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,  

1980. 

*Clarke, David. Men are Clams, Women are Crowbars. Uhrichsville, Ohio: Promise  

Press, 1998. 

*Dobson, James. Love for a Lifetime: Building a Marriage that will go the Distance.  

Portland: Multnomah, 1987. 

*Hendricks, William, and Robert Lewis. Marriage Roles. Colorado Springs: NavPress,  

1991. 

Swindoll, Charles. Commitment: The Key to Marriage. Portland: Multnomah, 1981. 

Tripp, Tedd. Shepherding a Child's Heart. Wapwallopen, Pennsylvania: Shepherd Press,  

2005. 

 

Miscellaneous  

Alcorn, Randy. Money, Possessions and Eternity. Wheaton: Tyndale, 1989. 

*Allender, Dan. The Wounded Heart.  Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1995 revised  

ed [1990].   

_______. and Tremper Longman III. Bold Love. Colorado Springs: NavPress,  

1992. 

*Anderson, Neil. The Bondage Breaker. Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House, 1990. 

*Arterburn, Stephen, and Fred Stoeker. Every Man's Battle: Winning the War on Sexual  

Temptation One Victory at a Time. Colorado Springs: WaterBrook, 2000. 

Blomberg, Craig. Neither Poverty nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Material  

Possessions. New Studies in Biblical Theology. Leicester, England: Apollos,  

2003 [Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1999]. 

Carson, Don. From Sabbath to Lord's Day. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982. 

Dawn, Marva. Keeping the Sabbath Wholly: Ceasing, Resting, Embracing, Feasting.  

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989. 

Edwards, Jonathan. Charity and its Fruits. ed. Tryon Edwards. Carlisle, Pennsylvania:  

Banner of Truth Trust, 1998 reprint [1852]. 

_______. "The Christian Pilgrim." In The Works of Jonathan Edwards.  

Volume 2. ed. Sereno Dwight. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1974 reprint  

[1834]. 

*Friesen, Garry, and J. Robin Maxson. Decision Making and the Will of God. Sisters,  



Growing Up in Christ, 1
st
 ed, NeedNotFret.com 

 102 

Oregon: Multnomah, 1980. 

*Keener, Craig. Three Crucial Questions about the Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids: Baker,  

1996. 

Martin, Walter. The Kingdom of the Cults. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1992 [1965]. 

Schreiner, Thomas and Ardel Caneday. The Race Set Before Us: A Biblical Theology of  

Perseverance and Assurance. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2001. 

Sider, Ronald. Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger. Nashville: Word, 1997, 4
th
 ed. 

 

Missions/Adventure 

*Boom, Corrie ten. The Hiding Place. Grand Rapids: Chosen Books, 1999 [1971]. 

*Elliot, Elisabeth. Shadow of the Almighty. San Francisco: Harper/Row, 1979 [1958]. 

*_______. Through Gates of Splendor. Wheaton: Tyndale, 1981 [1956]. 

Lewis, Jeff. God's Heart for the Nations. Riverside: The Global Center, California  

Baptist University, 2000. 

Piper, John. Let the Nations be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions. Grand Rapids:  

Baker, 1993. 

 

Problem of Evil/Suffering 

Dobson, James. When God Doesn't Make Sense. Wheaton: Tyndale, 1993. 

*Carson, Don. How Long, O Lord. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990. 

*Estes, Steve, and Joni Eareckson Tada. When God Weeps. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,  

1997. 

Feinberg, John. Deceived by God? A Journey Through Suffering. Wheaton: Crossway,  

1997. 

_______. The Many Faces of Evil. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994 reprint. 

*Lewis, C. S. A Grief Observed. NY: Bantam Books, 1976 [1961]. 

_______. The Problem of Pain. NY: MacMillan, 1962. 

Yancey, Philip. Disappointment with God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992 [1988]. 

 

Rapture/End Times 

Archer, Gleason, Douglas Moo, et al. The Rapture: Pre-, Mid-, or Post-Tribulational?  

Grand Rapids: Academie Books,1984. 

*Pate, C. Marvin. Four Views on the Book of Revelation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,  

1998. 

 

Reference  
Corely, Bruce and F. B. Huey. A Student's Dictionary for Biblical and Theological  

Studies. Grand Rapids: Academie, 1983. 

Cross, F. L., and E. A. Livingstone, ed. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church.  

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1974, 2
nd
 ed; 1977 reprint [1957]. 

Davis, John J. Theology Primer. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981. 

*Elwell, Walter, ed. Evangelical Dictionary of Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1984. 

 

Reliability of Scripture/Apologetics 
Archer, Gleason. Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids: Regency, 1982. 

Blomberg, Craig. The Historical Reliability of the Gospels. Downers Grove: InterVarsity,  
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1987. 

Geisler, Norman, ed. Inerrancy. Grand Rapids: Academie Books, 1980. 

*_______. When Skeptics Ask. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001, 7
th
 printing [1990]. 

_______, and Thomas Howe. When Critics Ask. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002, 5
th
 printing  

[1992]. 

O'Brien, David. Today's Handbook for Solving Bible Difficulties. Minnesota: Bethany  

House, 1990. 

*Pearcey, Nancy. Total Truth. Wheaton: Crossway, 2005. 

Schaeffer, Francis. He is there and He is not Silent. Wheaton: Tyndale, 1972. 

Strobel, Lee. The Case for a Creator. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. 

_______. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.  

_______. The Case for Faith. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000. 

 

Singleness/Dating 

Clark, Jeramy. I Gave Dating a Chance. Colorado Springs: WaterBrook, 2001. 

*Cloud, Henry, and John Townsend. Boundaries Before Marriage. Sydney, Australia:  

Strand, 2000. 

DeMoss, Robert. Sex and the Single Person: Dealing Honestly with the Need for  

Intimacy.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

Elliot, Elisabeth. Passion and Purity: Learning to Bring your Love Life under Christ's  

Control. Grand Rapids: Fleming Revell, 1984. 

Harris, Joshua. I Kissed Dating Goodbye. Sisters, Oregon: Multnomah, 2003. 

Paulsen, Heather Arnel. Emotional Purity: An Affair of the Heart. Wheaton: Crossway,  

2007. 

 

Sovereignty/Free Will 
Basinger, David, and Randall Basinger, ed. Predestination and Free Will: Four Views of  

Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedom. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1986. 

*Packer, J. I. Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God. Downers Grove: InterVarsity,  

1991 [1961]. 

Pinnock, Clark, ed. The Grace of God and the Will of Man. Minneapolis: Bethany House,  

1989. 

Schreiner, Thomas, and Bruce Ware, ed. Still Sovereign: Contemporary Perspectives on  

Election, Foreknowledge, and Grace. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000. 

 

Theology/Evangelism/Discipleship 

Adsit, Christopher. Personal Disciple Making: A Step-by-Step Guide for Leading a  

Christian from New Birth to Maturity. Nashville: Nelson, 1993 [San Bernandino:  

Here's Life, 1988]. 

Anders, Max. New Christian's Handbook: Everything New Believers Need to Know.  

Nashville: Nelson, 1999. 

*Bickel, Bruce and Stan Jantz. Knowing God 101: Theology in Plain Language. Eugene,  

Oregon: Harvest House, 1999. 

*Bilezikian, Gilbert. Christianity 101. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

*Blackaby, Henry and Claude King. Experiencing God: How to Live the Full Adventure  

of Knowing and Doing the Will of God. New York: Walker and Company 1999  
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[Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1994]. 

Boice, J. M. Christ's Call to Discipleship. Chicago: Moody, 1986. 

*Coleman, Robert. The Master Plan of Evangelism. Old Tappan: Fleming Revell, 1987  

[1963]. 

Coppedge, Allan. The Biblical Principles of Discipleship. Grand Rapids: Francis  

Asbury, 1989. 

Cornish, Rick. Five Minute Theologian. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2004. 

Edgemon, Roy (Compiler). Disciple All: A Discipleship Training Manuel. Nashville:  

Convention, 1990. 

Eims, Leroy. The Lost Art of Disciple Making. Grand Rapids (and Colorado Springs):  

Zondervan (and NavPress), 1978. 

Fryling, Alice, ed. Disciple-makers Handbook. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1989. 

*Grudem, Wayne and Elliot. Christian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every Christian Should  

Know. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005. 

Henrichsen, Walter. Disciples are Made, not Born. Wheaton: Victor, 1988 [1982]. 

*Hybles, Bill. Becoming a Contagious Christian. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. 

MacArthur, John. Back to Basics: Keys to Spiritual Growth. Panorama City: Grace to  

You, 1990. 

Martin, Walter. Essential Christianity: A Handbook for Basic Christian Doctrines.  

Ventura: Regal, 1980 revised ed. [1962, Grand Rapids: Zondervan]. 

Mathews, R. Arthur. Ready for the Battle. Wheaton: Harold Shaw, 1993. 

McCloskey, Mark. Tell it Often--Tell it Well: Making the Most of Witnessing  

Opportunities. San Bernardino: Here's Life, 1986. 

McClung, Floyd. Basic Discipleship. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1990 reprint. 

Moody External Studies of USA. How to Begin Your Christian Life. Nashville:  

Cumberland House, 2002 revised. 

Newton, Gary. Growing Toward Spiritual Maturity. Wheaton: Crossway, 2004. 

*Peterson, Eugene. A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship in an Instant  

Society. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2000 [1980]. 

Schroeder, David. Follow Me: The Master's Plan for Men. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 

*Shelley, Bruce. Theology for Ordinary People. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1993  

[revised from Christian Theology in Plain Language, 1985].   

Sire, James. Discipleship of the Mind. Learning to Love God in the Ways We Think.  

Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1990. 

*Stott, John. Basic Christianity. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971. 

_______. Christian Basics: A Handbook of Beginnings, Beliefs and Behavior. Grand  

Rapids: Baker, 1999 2
nd
 ed. 

Thrasher, William L., Jr. Basics for Believers. Volume 1. Chicago: Moody, 1998. 

Wilkins, Michael. Following the Master: Discipleship in the Steps of Jesus. Grand  

Rapids: Zondervan, 1992. 

*Willis, Avery. Master Life. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1998. 

 

Theology/Spirituality 

Issler, Klaus. Wasting Time with God. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2001. 

*Lewis, C. S. Mere Christianity. NY: MacMillian, 1960 [1952]. 

Packer, J. I. Knowing God. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1993. 
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Piper, John. Desiring God. Sisters, Oregon: Multnomah, 1996 revised ed [1986]. 

_______. Future Grace. Sisters, Oregon: Multnomah, 1995. 

*Tozer, A. W. Knowledge of the Holy. San Francisco: Harper, 1992 [1961]. 

 

Theology/Systematic (General ) 
Akin, Daniel. A Theology for the Church. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2007. 

*Enns, Paul. The Moody Handbook of Theology. Chicago: Moody, 1989. 

Erickson, Millard. Christian Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990 reprint. 

*Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. 

Ladd, George. A Theology of the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993 [1974]. 

 

Theology/Systematic (Specific) 

Heinze, E. Charles. Trinity and Triunity: Salvation and the Nature of the Godhead. Dale  

City, Virginia: Epaphras Press, 1995. 

Stott, John. The Cross of Christ. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1986. 

Strickland, Wayne, et al. The Law, The Gospel, and the Modern Christian: Five Views.  

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

*Anselm. Why God Became Man: and The Virgin Conception and Original Sin. Trans.  

by Joseph M. Colleran. Albany: Magi, 1969. 

 

Websites 

www.albertmohler.com 

www.allaboutgod.com 

www.answering-islam.org 

www.ccci.org 

www.christianbook.com 

www.christianitytoday.com 

www.danielakin.com 

www.desiringgod.org 

www.family.org 

www.founders.org 

www.godsquad.com 

www.gospelcom.net 

www.insight.org 

www.persecution.com 

www.purposedriven.com 

www.sbc.net 

www.thegospelcoalition.org 

www.theologica.blogspot.com  

 

www.NeedNotFret.com (go to "Links" tab) 

 

 


